MBO Annual Report 2008-09

Executive summary

This report outlines the Merseyside Brussels Office’s main achievements for 2008-09. These are categorised under the five Liverpool City
Region Development Programme themes, which provide a strategic framework for the MBO’s annual work programme. The Annual Report
covers work done with all the MBQO’s fourteen partner organisations. It also contains more detailed case studies from six MBO
partners/networks. Overall, the report aims to give a clear picture of both the breadth and depth of the MBO’s work with its partnership.

Introduction

This report outlines the main activities and achievements of the Merseyside Brussels Office (MBO) for the twelve months from April 2008 to
March 2009.

The MBO represents Merseyside at the heart of the European Union. It has fourteen partner organisations from the public and voluntary
sectors in Merseyside. The MBO has two officers in Brussels, who provide a vital link between these partners and the EU institutions and other
European regions. The office helps Merseyside to:

1. Influence policy
2. Access funds
3. Build European partnerships

Brussels is where the major EU institutions are located and where most European regions and sectors are represented, so it is the ideal place
for Merseyside to be making its voice heard. Much of the legislation that affects the local level is formed in Brussels. There is also considerable
EU funding available from Brussels that local organisations can compete for. The MBO has a good relationship with North West MEPs, the
European Commission and the UK government’s representation to the EU. It is also active in various European regions networks, which lobby
jointly, bid for funding together and share best practice.



The MBO's focus is on areas of joint EU-Merseyside interest. The annual report groups the MBO’s activities and achievements under the five
Liverpool City Region Development Programme (LCRDP) themes, to demonstrate how the MBO'’s work in Brussels is linked into the strategic
priorities for the city region.

These themes focus on:

¢ Improving the city region’s creativity and competitiveness
Making the city region an attractive destination;
Improving the connections within the city region and beyond
Fostering talent and skills
Encouraging sustainability

At various points in the report, there are short case studies from individual MBO partners setting out how a particular MBO activity has been
useful to them.

The MBO keeps partners informed in a variety of ways including: organising visits to Brussels; setting up meetings and seminars in Merseyside;
and sending out regular thematic bulletins. It works with partners bilaterally and through Merseyside-wide networks. There is also an MBO web
site (www.merseyside-europe.org), which promotes Merseyside and MBO partners in Brussels and beyond.

The annual report focuses on major actions only. Some regular MBO activities are not included in the report, such as:
e Attendance at and feedback from Brussels conferences and meetings;
e Production of reports and bulletins;
e Regular meetings with partners in Merseyside.

Every two months, the MBO produces one-page reports that outline these regular activities.



LCRDP theme: CREATIVE AND COMPETITIVE CITY REGION

Work programme activity - Following and engaging with EU developments on regional policy (how the EU allocates
funds to the regions)

Actions completed:

Reported on a number of recent developments in relation to regional policy, both through written reports and by attending Merseyside
network meetings (such as the European Issues Group). These include:

o Implications for the regions in the recent EU Economic Recovery Plan,
o Change in the rules on using EU regional funding to invest in green housing
o Early intelligence on how the UK will use EU regional funding to support co-operation between regions in the UK and Europe.

Supported Merseyside involvement in two separate responses to a recent EU consultation on the new concept of “territorial cohesion”.
Territorial cohesion looks at how the EU regional funds can be used in new ways to support EU-wide co-operation, connections and growth
in a way that takes into account Europe’s geography. One of the responses was produced by a NW-level European group; the other came
from the Cities for Cohesion network, which consists of major cities across the EU, and which focuses on the urban dimension of EU
regional policy.

Set up and attended a meeting between Merseyside partners and the European Commission representative dealing with the EU regional
funding programme for the NW of England. This was to discuss issues from Merseyside relating to the new programme.

Hosted a Merseyside Policy Unit visit to Brussels for meetings with a representative sample of offices representing other EU regions. This
was to learn about their structures and good practice.

Negotiated Merseyside involvement in the 2009 European Week of Regions and Cities, an annual event that brings together policy makers
from across Europe. Merseyside will take part in seminars organised by two different groupings of regions: the first looking at the link
between social inclusion and economic regeneration; the second at the cultural, social and economic impact of the European Capital of
Culture initiative and other large cultural events.



e Arranged for two upcoming local events in Merseyside to be branded under the European Week of Regions and Cities and receive free
marketing from the European institutions.

Work programme activity - Supporting involvement in EU funding for research and development, competitiveness
and innovation and co-operation with other regions

Actions completed:

e Attended various working groups of the ERRIN European research regions network, to gauge the usefulness of the network to Merseyside.

e Reported to Merseyside networks such as the European Issues Group on potential ways forward for Merseyside local partners on accessing
the Seventh Framework Programme, which is the major EU fund for research and development






LCRDP theme: PREMIER DESTINATION

Work programme activity - Promotion of Liverpool Capital of Culture at Brussels level

Actions completed:

Worked with The Culture Company to deliver Merseyside’s involvement in the 2009 European Week of Regions and Cities, an annual event
that brings together policy makers from across Europe. Liverpool, together with the other current and upcoming European Capitals of
Culture, organised a seminar, debate and reception focusing on different aspects of preparing and running the Capital of Culture year. The
Culture Company’s presentation focused on the tourism aspects of Capital of Culture and Liverpool city councillor Flo Clucas chaired the
seminar and debate. The event was particularly well attended and generated a lot of interest among candidate Capitals of Culture and the
European Commission.

Negotiated Liverpool’s involvement the 2009 European Week of Regions and Cities as part of the same grouping of Capitals of Culture.
This year the focus will be on the social, cultural and economic impact of Capital of Culture and other large cultural events. The MBO has
also arranged for an upcoming local event being held in St Helens to be branded under the European Week of Regions and Cities and
receive free marketing from the European institutions; again, the focus of this event will be the impact culture can have on other aspects of
life in local communities and regions.

Work programme activity - Exploring Brussels good practice on destination promotion

Actions completed:

The MBO and The Culture Company delivered Merseyside’s involvement in the “Investors’ Café" exhibition organised by the EU institutions
in Brussels. This was a chance for other European regions to find out about Merseyside as a destination for tourism and business and to
learn more about Merseyside and the North West's work on culture.



Work programme activity - Following EU policy developments on culture and tourism

Actions completed:

e Attended the launch meeting of the European Network of Cities for Sustainable Tourism and will be exploring with partners whether formal
membership of the network is of interest to Merseyside.




LCRDP theme: WELL-CONNECTED CITY REGION

Work programme activity - Following and engaging with EU policy on urban transport

Actions completed:

Produced a response from PTEG (the UK Passenger Transport Executive Group, which brings together all the UK passenger transport
executives) to feed into the European Parliament for its proposed changes to the EU Eurovignette Directive. The directive sets out rules for
how countries can set tolls for HGVs on long-distance journeys.

Organised a planning meeting of the network of UK regional Brussels offices working on transport issues. This was to set out a schedule of
meetings over the coming year between the UK Brussels offices and the European institutions on various transport issues.

Supported a PTEG position on current EU proposals on the green procurement of vehicles and distributed the position to key decision-
makers.

Gave a number of presentations to the PTEG European group, which brings together European specialists from all the UK passenger
transport executives.

Produced an updated guide to all EU transport legislation currently on the table or waiting to be translated into UK law.

On behalf of Merseytravel, the MBO hosted meetings of two pan-European transport networks, the European Forum on Intermodal
Passenger Travel and the European Platform for Mobility Management.



Work programme activity - Supporting involvement in EU funding for transport

Actions completed:

e Supported a bid by Halton Borough Council for a biofuels project under submitted to the Commission in June.

e Produced an updated guide to all EU transport funding, complete with upcoming call dates.




LCRDP theme: TALENTED AND ABLE CITY REGION

Work programme activity: supporting involvement in EU funding for social inclusion, education, and employment
Actions completed:

e Promoted relevant EU funding opportunities in the field through the MBO Social Inclusion Forum and discussions with individual partners
such as Merseyside Network for Europe.

e Exploried with Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service resubmission of a funding bid for an innovative project around integration of migrants.
This would be under the part of the European Refugee Fund that is administered by the UK Border Agency and the MBO has had
discussions and a meeting with the agency in relation to this bid.

Work programme activity: following and engaging with EU policy making on social inclusion, education and
employment

Actions completed:

e Relaunched its Social Inclusion Forum, which brings together Merseyside actors from the public and voluntary sectors to discuss EU social
policy developments, and held four quarterly meetings of the forum during the year.

e Submitted a response, through the MBO Social Inclusion Forum to a recent European Commission consultative green paper on the future
direction of EU policy and funding on education and migration.



Work programme activity - Continued participation in the European Network of Social Authorities (ENSA) social
policy network and the European Regional and Local Authorities for the Integration of Migrants (ERLAI) asylum
and immigration network

Actions completed:

Produced several editions of the ERLAI network newsletter, which included articles on the MBO Social Inclusion Forum’s response to the
European Commission’s Education and Migration Green Paper and a recent study by the North West Regional Strategic Migration
Partnership on the health needs of migrants in the region. The network has been supported by EU migration funding for the past couple of
years (under the ERLAIM project). This funding has now come to an end, and the MBO is supporting ERLAI in its re-launch as a self-
supporting network.

Supported Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service (MFRS) involvement at the recent final conference of the EU-funded ERLAIM immigrant
integration project and arranged for a subsidised place for an MFRS delegate. The MBO also supported some of the organisation of the
conference.

Negotiated Merseyside’s involvement the 2009 European Week of Regions and Cities as part of a grouping of European regions looking at
the link between social inclusion and economic regeneration. The group will organise a seminar in Brussels on this issue, at which
Merseyside good practice will be presented. The MBO has also arranged for an upcoming local event being held in Liverpool by Merseyside
Network for Europe to be branded under the European Week of Regions and Cities and receive free marketing from the European
institutions; the focus of this event will be how the local voluntary sector is promoting social inclusion through social enterprise, community
development, and green housing.






LCRDP theme: SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

Work programme activity - Following and engaging with EU policy making on justice and home affairs and civil
protection

Actions completed:
e Supported a second Brussels visit by Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service and gave a presentation on EU legislative developments of

relevance to fire protection. The MBO has been promoting to Brussels actors Merseyside Police’s 2nd Annual European Serious Organised
Crime Conference, which is held in Liverpool.

Work programme activity - Supporting involvement in EU funding on justice and home affairs and community
safety

Actions completed:

e Supported Merseyside police in successfully securing EU funding (a €49,000 grant from the Lifelong Learning Programme for an exchange
scheme with police forces in Poland, Sweden, Norway and France)

e Helped Merseyside Police to secure a grant of ¢ €300,000 under the EU Crime Prevention Fund for a project working with Polish police to
get intelligence from Polish criminals in Merseyside prisons

e Supporting Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service in two planned bids: the first under the EU’s Crime Prevention Fund for a project
concerning intelligence sharing on the misuse of explosives; the second under EU civil protection or regional funding for a flood-response
project



Work programme activity - Following and engaging with EU policy making on the environment

Actions completed:

Attended the EU’s annual Green Week conference and exhibition, covering numerous sessions on waste and sustainable production and
consumption on behalf of Merseyside Waste Disposal Authority (MWDA).

Liaised with the European Parliament and the UK Permanent Representation (the Foreign Office’s representation in Brussels) on the recent
revision of the EU Waste Framework Directive (the overarching EU law on waste management) on behalf of the MWDA, leading to the MBO
producing a detailed analysis of the likely final provisions of the EU Waste Framework Directive on behalf of MWDA. This will allow
Merseyside partners to start looking at the implications of the directive for waste management strategy and provision in Merseyside.

MWDA submitted a response to a recent European Commission consultation on the future of EU policy on biowaste (food and garden green
waste). MWDA also informally fed in to the UK Local Government Association’s response to the same consultation.

Work programme activity - Supporting involvement in EU funding on the environment

Actions completed:

St Helens Metropolitan Borough Council recently had its bid for the “BLISS"” project approved. The project, which has an overall EU grant
of EUR 3.6m from the EU’s Interreg fund for co-operation between European regions, will test new approaches to sustainable street
lighting in four municipalities across NW Europe. The MBO’s involvement was an initial meeting and other initial activities with St Helens
and their consultant, where the MBO signposted them to the Interreg fund and the support that exists within the NW region to help NW
organisations to apply to Interreg.

Alerted MWDA to an opportunity to get involved in another European region’s Interreg project bid on waste minimisation and helped
MWDA to make contact with the bidders.






James Sharples,
Merseyside Brussels Office



