MBO Annual Report 2009-10

Executive summary

This report outlines the Merseyside Brussels Office’s main achievements for 2009-10. These are categorised under five themes of strategic
importance to the Liverpool City Region. The annual report covers work done with all the MBO’s thirteen partner organisations. It also
contains more detailed case studies from individual MBO partners/networks. Overall, the report aims to give a clear picture of both the
breadth and depth of the MBO's work with its partnership.

This report outlines the main activities and achievements of the Merseyside Brussels Office (MBO) for the twelve months from April 2009 to
March 2010.

The MBO represents Merseyside at the heart of the European Union. It has thirteen partner organisations from the public and voluntary sectors
in Merseyside. The MBO has two officers in Brussels, who provide a link between these partners and the EU institutions and other European
regions. The office helps Merseyside to:

1. Influence policy
2. Access funds
3. Build European partnerships

Brussels is where the major EU institutions are located and where most European regions and sectors are represented, so it is the ideal place
for Merseyside to be making its voice heard. Much of the legislation that affects the local level is formed in Brussels. There is also considerable
EU funding available from Brussels that local organisations can compete for. The MBO has a good relationship with North West MEPs, the
European Commission and the UK government’s representation to the EU. It is also active in various European regions networks, which lobby
jointly, bid for funding together and share best practice.

The MBO's focus is on areas of joint EU-Merseyside interest. The annual report groups the MBO’s activities and achievements under the five
Liverpool City Region Development Programme (LCRDP) themes, as this was the strategic framework previously used for the MBO work



programme for 2009-10, which was set in March 2009. Keeping the same themes for both documents allows for easier comparison between
the objectives set for the office at the beginning of the year and the achievements reported at the end.

These themes focus on:

e improving the city region’s creativity and competitiveness
making the city region an attractive destination;
improving the connections within the city region and beyond
fostering talent and skills
encouraging sustainability

The MBO keeps partners informed in a variety of ways including: organising visits to Brussels; setting up meetings and seminars in Merseyside;
and sending out regular thematic bulletins. It works with partners bilaterally and through Merseyside-wide networks. There is also an MBO web
site (www.merseyside-europe.org), which promotes Merseyside and MBO partners in Brussels and beyond.

The annual report focuses on major actions only. Some regular MBO activities are not included in the report, such as:
e Attendance at and feedback from Brussels conferences and meetings;
e Production of reports and bulletins;
e Regular meetings with partners in Merseyside.

Every two months, the MBO produces one-page reports that outline these regular activities.



LCRDP theme: CREATIVE AND COMPETITIVE CITY REGION

Work programme activity — Continuing engagement with the EU policy agenda on cohesion policy (how the EU
allocates funds to the regions) and economic development policy

Actions completed:

The MBO facilitated Merseyside involvement at a meeting in Brussels of a grouping of “transition regions”. This group would like to achieve
a new definition of Structural Funds transition regions in such a way that Merseyside could qualify for extra aid intensity in the next
programming period. More generally, the MBO has been following the ongoing debate on the definition and status of “transition regions” in
the future EU cohesion policy. This has included attending a consultation event at the Committee of the Regions, monitoring discussions in
the EU institutions and liaising with other potential transition regions.

The MBO has been following other aspects of the debate on the future of cohesion policy, including the urban dimension and the status of
“macro regions” (functioning regions straddling the borders of two or more countries or around a shared sea). It has attended meetings in
Brussels on these issues and reported regularly to relevant policy groups in Merseyside.

The MBO and the NW Brussels Office have had accepted a proposal to organise an event on women’s entrepreneurship as part of the 2010
European Group of Regions and Cities (also known as Open Days) in October 2010. The event will be organised by the Committee of the
Regions (CoR). Liverpool’s new Women's International Centre for Economic Development (WICED) will be showcased.

The CoR formally approved Liverpool's involvement in a separate initiative under Open Days. This is a consortium, led by the German
region of Saxony-Anhalt, that will organise a seminar in October on the theme of innovative support for entrepreneurship. It will include
presentations of good practice from a number of European regions, including Liverpool’s new Women's International Centre for Economic
Development (WICED), which will be presented by Clir Flo Clucas. The MBO has facilitated Liverpool’s involvement in this consortium.

The MBO arranged for an upcoming local event in Liverpool to be branded under Open Days 2010 and receive marketing from the CoR and
the European Commission. The session will look at “developing integrated approaches to gender and enterprise policy” and set this in a
European context. It will take place in September and include the participation of Train 2000, WICED, Liverpool Vision, Liverpool City
Council and the National Council for Graduate Entrepreneurs.

The MBO has advised on a recent consultation by the Office of National Statistics on reviewing UK NUTS regions’ boundaries. The NUTS
are the administrative divisions of a country for statistical purposes.

The MBO gave input to Cllr Flo Clucas on a presentation she gave at a recent conference on maritime spatial planning, which Maritime
Commissioner Joe Borg attended. The presentation was on the Irish Sea region; the MBO’s input was to show how the Irish Sea region



activities fit with the EU maritime agenda.
e The MBO arranged for Clir Clucas to attend a meeting in Lisbon organised by the Lisbon region to explore setting up an interregional
observatory on the EU’s Lisbon Strategy for jobs and growth.

Work programme activity - Supporting involvement in EU funding for research and development, competitiveness
and innovation and co-operation with other regions

Actions completed:

e The MBO reported to relevant Merseyside policy groups on the latest opportunities in relation to FP7 (the EU research fund) and CIP (the
EU innovation fund) and developments within the ERRIN network of European research regions, of which the NW/Merseyside is a partner.

e The MBO joined a Halton BC bid for Europe for Citizens funding for a project to organise three events in Merseyside and Brussels to
promote local engagement with different aspects of the EU.

Work programme activity - Supporting implementation on the ground of the Merseyside European programme
2007-13

Actions completed:

e The MBO sent a number of policy reports on changes to legislation (the European Regional Development Fund, European Social Fund and
General Regulations) that could allow the Merseyside programme better to support recovery from the recession and to fund green
technologies in housing.

e The MBO met with the manager of the UK ESF ITM programme (the part of the European social fund that funds joint projects between
Merseyside and other parts of the EU) and reported back on the latest opportunities under this initiative.






LCRDP theme: PREMIER DESTINATION

Work programme activity - Promotion of Liverpool Capital of Culture at Brussels level

Actions completed:

e The MBO organised two debates and a reception for the past, current and future European Capitals of Culture as part of the 2009
European Week of Regions and Cities (Open Days). The debates looked at the economic, cultural and social impact of European Capital of
Culture and included a speaker and chair from Culture Liverpool. Results from the Impacts 08 study into the benefits of Liverpool 2008
were presented at the event.

e The MBO helped Culture Liverpool with Liverpool’s representation at a European Commission-organised celebration of the 25" anniversary
of Capital of Culture, where the MBO presented Liverpool 08 at an exhibition that formed part of the event.

e The MBO started work on the practical co-ordination of a planned final dissemination event in Brussels in July 2010 for the European
Capitals of Culture Policy Group. The Policy Group is a hetwork led by Liverpool and funded by the EU’s Culture Programme for one year to
look specifically into the impacts of Capital of Culture across a range of cities. The final event will present a series of case studies
examining the key components of the programmes for a range of past and future Cultural Capitals together with recommendations and a
model for assessing impact.






LCRDP theme: WELL-CONNECTED CITY REGION

Work programme activity - Following and engaging with EU policy on urban transport

Actions completed:

The MBO produced responses to two consultations, one from the Department for Transport, the other from the European commission, on
the next EU Common Transport Policy (the blueprint for the EU’s work on transport for the next ten years). The responses were on behalf
of the UK Passenger Transport Executive Group (pteg). The MBO also fed into a separate response at Merseyside level to the DfT
consultation. The MBO also attended a European Commission stakeholder conference on the future of EU transport policy and produced a
briefing.

The MBO, working with Eurocities (a network of major European cities), organised a reception at the European Parliament to promote the
European Platform on Mobility Management to transport MEPs and national transport representatives; the reception also included a debate
on the recent EU Urban Mobility Action Plan. Speakers included: Neil Scales, Chief Executive and Director General of Merseytravel; Brian
Simpson, NW MEP and Chair of the European Parliament’s Transport Committee; and the head of the Urban Transport Unit in the European
Commission.

The MBO arranged a meeting between Merseytravel, pteg and Brian Simpson MEP to discuss a number of current EU transport policy
developments.

The MBO produced a report and presentation for a recent meeting of the pteg European Group giving a guide to all “live” EU transport
legislation and legislative proposals.

The MBO produced a short document for pteg members to submit to their new regional MEPs giving the pteg view on a small number of
key transport issues over the new Parliament’s mandate.

The MBO produced a response to the recent consultative EU Green Paper on the Future of the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T)
on behalf of the UK Passenger Transport Executive Group (pteg)

The MBO produced a number of updates on the progress of two proposals currently going through the EU legislative process on bus and
maritime passenger transport rights. The proposed legislation could introduce new requirements on disabled passengers’ access rights and
on compensation for injury to passengers and damage to luggage.



Work programme activity - Supporting involvement in EU funding for transport

Actions completed:

e The MBO produced a report and presentation for a recent meeting of the pteg European Group giving a guide to the current EU funds that
can support transport projects.

e The MBO atteded meetings of the transport working group of ERRIN (a network of European research regions working together to attract
EU research funding) and reported back to Merseyside partners

e The MBO met with Mersey Maritime and Go Associates to discuss a potential sustainable freight project bid under the EU Marco Polo
programme, which supports projects to shift freight from road to more sustainable modes.

e The MBO attended Brussels events on various EU funds that can support transport projects, such as Marco Polo and Intelligent Energy
Europe.






LCRDP theme: TALENTED AND ABLE CITY REGION

Work programme activity: following and engaging with EU policy making on social inclusion, education and
employment

Actions completed:

The MBO held several meetings of its Social Inclusion Forum, where the latest Brussels developments on social inclusion were discussed
with a range of Merseyside partners.

The MBO produced a report and PowerPoint presentation on the current EU consultation on youth mobility. This was used by Merseyside
Network for Europe in producing a draft response to the consultation; the MNE response was produced on the back of two consultation
meetings with the third sector and other Merseyside partners

Work programme activity - Continued participation in relevant European networks, such as the European Network
of Social Authorities (ENSA) social policy network and the European Regional and Local Authorities for the
Integration of Migrants (ERLAI) asylum and immigration network

Actions completed:

The MBO facilitated Merseyside involvement in a debate and networking reception in Brussels showcasing innovative local projects and
structures around the theme of socially inclusive regeneration as part of the 2009 European Week of Regions and Cities (Open Days).
Speakers included Merseyside Network for Europe and Social Enterprise NW.

Working with its MBO Social Inclusion Forum, the MBO compiled a compendium of Merseyside projects for socially inclusive growth, which
was distributed at the Open Days seminar.

The MBO produced several editions of the ERLAI European asylum and immigration network newsletter. It also facilitated involvement by
the NW health sector in an ERLAI seminar in Brussels on migration and health. The MBO used the ERLAI network to promote the MBO
Social Inclusion Forum's response to the recent EU Education and Migration Green Paper.



Work programme activity: supporting involvement in EU funding on social inclusion, education and employment

Actions completed:

The MBO supported MF&RS in a successful bid for a project grant from the UK ringfence of European Refugee Fund. This will support a
project to build on MF&RS's pioneering community fire safety work with refugees; the project will run for three years and and have an
overall budget of £141,000. MBO support included: identifying the relevant fund for the project idea; obtaining intelligent on the priority
themes and timing of available funding; brokering contact with the fund secretariat (the UK Border Agency); facilitating MF&RS attendance
of a UK information day on ERF; advising MF&RS on their bid; and liaising with the UKBA on technical questions relating to the bid.






LCRDP theme: SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

Work programme activity - Following and engaging with EU policy making on justice and home affairs and civil
protection

Actions completed:

e The MBO organised a seminar for Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service on the latest EU legislative, standardisation and funding
developments of relevance to local fire services.

e The MBO met a delegation of Merseyside Police officers to Brussels. The delegation was organised as part of an EU Leonardo-funded
exchange project. The MBO produced a presentation on EU legislation and funding of relevance to Merseyside Police.

Work programme activity - Supporting involvement in EU funding on justice and home affairs and community
safety

Actions completed:

e The MBO worked closely with a number of partners (Merseyside Police, Knowsley) in relation to potential bids under the EU Programme for
the Prevention of and Fight against Crime. The MBO sent a number of Merseyside ideas for bids under future EU Crime Prevention Fund
and Daphne (prevention of violence) fund calls to the UK Permanent Representation, the UK's civil service representation to the EU, as

UKREP was considering organising UK information days and surgeries on the two calls. Two MBO partners (MNE and Liverpool) ultimately
attended a meeting with the UK Home Office and the European Commission set up by UKREP.

Work programme activity - Following and engaging with EU policy making on the environment
Actions completed:

e The MBO worked with the Merseyside Waste Disposal Authority on responding to a DEFRA consultation on how the new EU Waste
Framework Directive should be translated into UK law. The MBO gave a presentation to a workshop of the Merseyside and Halton Waste



Partnership Senior Officer Working Group on aspects of the revised EU Waste Framework Directive. The workshop was specifically
organised as part of the preparations for a Merseyside response to DEFRA.

The MBO recently produced for MWDA a guide to all current EU waste legislation at the pre-proposal, proposal or transposition stage. The
report supports the review of the Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy for Merseyside, which is being led by MWDA on behalf of the
Merseyside & Halton Waste Partnership. The guide also looked at the climate-change/low-carbon agenda; this is a rapidly developing area
and is becoming a key driver in the development of waste strategy in Merseyside.

The MBO had regular meetings with MWDA to update on proposed EU legislation affecting collection and treatment of various waste
streams. These meetings also covered EU funding opportunities relevant to waste.

The MBO, working with the MWDA, produced a comprehensive guide to all EU trans-national funding opportunities to support sustainable
waste management; this included intelligence such as upcoming call dates and national and EU contacts.






